
Aqueous Humor

Clear fluid filling the space in the front of the
eyeball between the lens and the cornea.

Blind Spot

Point at which the optic nerve leaves the eye, creating a

"blind" spot because no receptor cells are located

there.

Cilia

The hairlike projections on the outside of cells
that move in a wavelike manner.

Cochlea

Coiled, bony, fluid-filled tube in the inner ear through
which sound waves trigger nerve impulses.

Cochlear Nerve

Branch of the auditory nerve responsible for transmitting

auditory info from the cochlea to the brain.
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Color Pigment

Response of vision to the reflection of wavelengths of light reflected
from off of surface of an object. You see what is reflected, not what is

absorbed by the surface.

Cones

Retinal receptor cells that are concentrated near the center of the
retina and that function in daylight or in well-lit conditions. Detecting

fine detail and give rise to color sensations.

Cornea

Transparent layer forming the front of the

eye.

Cranial Nerve

Nerve that is connected directly to the brain.

Dermis

Inner layer of skin; beneath the epidermis.
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Epidermis

Outer layer of skin.

External Auditory Canal

The ear canal; leads to the tympanic

membrane.

Hair Cell

Auditory receptor cell of the inner ear.

Hypodermis

Layer of skin beneath the dermis, which serves as
a storage repository for fat.

Incus

Small anvil-shaped bone in the middle ear, transmitting

vibrations between the malleus and stapes.
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Iris

Ring of muscle tissue that forms the colored portion of the eye
around the pupil and controls the size of the pupil opening.

Jacobson's Organ

Sense organ on snake's roof of mouth which
detects airborne chemicals.

Larynx

Hollow muscular organ forming an air passage to the lungs and
holding the vocal cords in humans and other mammals; the voice box.

Lateral Line System

Sensory receptors that enable fishes to

detect vibrations, or sound waves, in water.

Lens

Transparent structure behind the pupil that changes
shape to help focus images on the retina.
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Malleus

Small bone in the middle ear that transmits
vibrations of the eardrum to the incus.

Nare

Openings into the nasal cavity, both internally
and externally, in the head of a vertebrate.

Olfactory Bulb

Brain center for smell, located below the frontal
lobes.

Olfactory Epithelium

Thin layer of tissue, within the nasal cavity, that
contains the receptors for smell.

Olfactory Neuron

Receptors for the sense of smell.
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Optic Disc

Region at the back of the eye where the optic nerve meets the retina.
It is the blind spot of the eye because it contains only nerve fibers, no

rods or cones, and is thus insensitive to light.

Optic Nerve

Carries neural impulses from the eye to the
brain.

Organ of Corti

Sensory organ of hearing.

Ossicle

Small bone of the ear; includes the malleus,
incus, and stapes.

Oval Window

Membrane that covers the opening between the
middle ear and inner ear.
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Pinna

Visible part of the ear.

Proboscis

Long snout of an animal; a nose, especially a
prominent one; a tubular organ.

Pupil

Adjustable opening in the center of the eye
through which light enters.

Receptor

Small area on the dendrite that receives the
signal from the other neuron.

Retina

Light sensitive layer of the eye; contains rods
and cones.
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Rhodopsin

Pigment in rod cells that causes light

sensitivity.

Rods

Specialized visual receptors that play a key role
in night vision and peripheral vision.

Round Window

Membrane that relieves pressure from the
vibrating waves in the cochlear fluid.

Scent Receptor Cell

Chemoreceptors located in the nasal cavity.

Sclera

White part of the eye.
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Semicircular Canal

One of three structures within the inner ear that
help monitor the position of the body.

Sensory Cell

Nerve endings that may detect pressure/weight,
temperature, pain, and other stimuli.

Stapes

Stirrup; last of the three auditory ossicles of the
middle ear.

Tympanic Membrane

Eardrum; structure that separates the outer ear from the

middle ear and vibrates in response to sound waves.

Uvea

Pigmented layer of the eye.
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Vestibular Nerve

Nerve that conducts impulses related to
maintaining balance to the brain.

Visual Cortex

Visual processing areas of cortex in the occipital
and temporal lobes.

Vitreous Humor

Transparent jellylike tissue filling the eyeball
behind the lens.

Vocal Sac

Flexible membrane of the skin found in male frogs and toads that
inflates and acts as amplifier for their mating calls.
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